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Legend about white deer under Rozsutec 
         Dominika Gáborová 

 

 In village Zázrivá lived person 

who was called Podkopčan. He 

was very clever and intelligent. 

He knew things that other people 

didn´t know. He liked hunting 

with hunters. Their hunting was 

successful when Podkopčan 

hunted with them. One day they 

were hunting without Podkopčan 

and their hunting was not 

successful. When they went hunt 

next time, they asked to 

Podkopčan if he would like to go 

hunt with them. Podkopčan told 

them that they weren´t allowed to 

go hunt, because large deer was 

in forest and it killed them if they met it. Hunters were laughing.  



Podkopčan took his whistle out of his pocket and told them that they 

had to look out of the window.  Podkopčan blew his whistle and 

rabbits, faxes and wild cats came to garden. Hunters were afraid of it 

and they didn´t say anything. Then Podkopčan blew his whistle for a 

second time and does, bears and wolfs were coming to court. 

Podkopčan said: "You watch now!"  

 

He blew his whistle for third time. Then the 

large white deer was coming to them through 

the forest. It was the more the largest. It was 

so large that it hit its antlers against hill 

Rozsutec and hill Pupov. (Distance between 

hill Rozsutec and hill Pupov is about 4 

kilometres.) Then white deer turned back and 

all wild animals were followed it. Hunters 

were afraid that the deer killed them and so 

long time they didn´t hunt.  



 

The legend about lizards.. The start 
of history of beautiful mining town 

Banská Štiavnica 
 
 

 
A long, long time ago, when 

everything looked different, a shepherd was 
dozing half asleep in the sun next to his 
sheep on the slopes of today’s Old Town 
Hill. Suddenly, something sparkling caught 
his eye and he just had time to catch sight of 
two lizards – the back of one glittered with 
gold, the other with a silver dust. They hid 
from him under a boulder. The shepherd 
rolled the boulder aside and to his surprise 
he found beneath the boulder a nugget of 
gold...  

This fortuitous accident changed the life of the poor shephe rd and 
it was also the beginning of the Štiavnica mining industry. And as a 
consequence, the lizards were included in the older coat of arms of town. 
It is very likely that the first mining operations did indeed begin here. 
Evidence for this is provided, not only by today’s name for the hill – Old 
Town, but also by the remnants of mining activity and buildings which 
archaeologists have uncovered here. 
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Legend about 

Pálffy family 
Lucia Lieskovská 

 

 

One of the members of the Pálffy family 

 were passing through the woods at night 

 when suddenly a deer jumped in his way.  

His car could not stop so at the last  

minute, they crashed the deer. The deer  

damaged the cat so much that they could not 

continue on they road that night and had  

to stay in the forest until the morning. As  

soon as he got up, he saw a huge gap just  

next to the car. By having his deer leaped 

 in front of his car and blocked his way – 

 he saved his life. As an expression of  

thanks, he put the deer into his coat of 

 arms. 

 

 



THE LEGEND OF THE MARTIN ON      

WHITE HORSE 

 According to historians and novelists, Martin 

was of Tours, one of the most impressive 

figure of the beginning of Christianity, was a 

true knight - a rider of mercy. His life probably 

best describes the 

incident in which, as 

a Roman officer, he 

helped chilled beggar. 

Martin on white horse cut his cloak half-naked 

with his sword and shared it. This plot also depicts 

the coat of arms of the city, which he gave his 

name. The name (Martinus) derived from Marta 

the god of war. The influence of Marta shows the purple of the blood-red 

cloak. Whether or not the city remains faithful to its menu shows its past 

and present.  
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