
TOUR AROUND THE CASTLE 
     (long tour) 

 
THE TRANSIT 
 
Dear visitors, Welcome to the castle Bouzov. 
 
"Please go up the stairs to the room and wait there for me." 

 
EUGENE´S PRIVATE APARTMENT 

 
The castle Bouzov was built at the turn of the 13th and 14th century, it served as a guard castle 

at the merchant pathway going from Olomouc to Bohemia. Its first documented owner was an aristocrat 
Búz of Búzov who founded the first fortified settlement. In the course of its long history the fortress 
was changed into an imposing castle and during that time a lot of noble families from Bohemia and 
Moravia took turns. You´ll get to know details about them at the following stops during the tour. 

Our tour begins in the archduke´s private apartment which is located in the latest preserved part 
of the castle, in the original Oppersdorf Palace. Earl Fridrich of Oppersdorf had this castle palace built 
at the beginning of the 17th century. Within the intensive castle reconstruction the Oppersdorf wing was 
transformed by an architect Hauberisser into  this form to serve to Eugene´s private use. Eugene would 
stay here during his visits at the castle. It consists ot the ante-room through which we came here, the 
study in which we are standing just now and the bedroom. All equipment in the apartment comes 
mainly from the17th and the 18th century so the interior gives rather an aristocrat palace impression 
than the castle one. 
The study 
Ivory is the dominating and unifying element of the furniture and of the other equipment in this room. 
We can see white coloured ivory in the inlaid chest standing between the windows, in both black 
jewellery boxes and in the crucifix. Don´t miss the floor clock made by a clock-maker from Olomouc 
in the 18th century. On the huge chest of drawers in the corner of the room there are two paper-weights 
made of stones having their origin in the Marienburg castle which was the main residence of the Order 
and its grandmasters in the 14th and 15th century. 
The bedroom 
Have a look into the archduke´s bedroom situated in a round tower called Búzovka. The tower is on a 
site of an original artillery bastion built in the middle of the 15th century by Zdeněk Kostka of Postupice. 
The furniture in the bedroom is from the 18th century. On the walls there are portraits of the Order´s 
dignitaries, right opposite the door there is a portrait of Archduke Eugene who initiated the complete 
castle reconstruction during which the castle acquired its present form. 
The valet´s bedroom 
In this room you can see a signalling device which was powered by batteries as within the 
reconstruction no electric current was introduced. According to the size of the device it is clear it served 
just archduke´s apartment. Other signalling devices are found in all parts of the castle and they were 
used  to call servants. Next to it you can see two home phone stations also powered by batteries. Give 
your attention to the tiled-stove and especially to the shape of the tiles that multiplies efficiency of the 
stove because of the size of the heating surface. 
 

THE OLD OFFICE 
 
After Búz of Búzov, the founder of the castle, the aristocratic family the Vildenbergs came in 

the 14th century. They had the first stone palace on the south side built. In the palace there were separate 
rooms for nobility and for the servants. Further on the castle became the possesion of Margrave Jošt 
Lucemburk ( the emperor Charles IV´s nephew), then Lords of Kunštát and Poděbrady and Lords of 
Postupice. All those owners reinforced the castle defence system such as the battlements, the artillery 
bastion Búzovka, the watch-tower Hláska and so on. In the middle of the 16th century Lords Podstatský 
of Prusínovice were the owners and during their reign the castle was burnt down and the watch-tower 



collapsed. 
In spite of this tragic incident some parts of the castle were rebuilt again. In the 17th century  

Fridrich of Oppersdorf became the most significant owner. His name was already mentioned at the 
beginning of the tour as the builder of the Oppersdorf wing. 
Earl František Josef Filip of Hodice was the last Czech owner of the castle. In 1696 he sold the castle 
altogether with the whole estate for the lack of the financial sources to the Order of German Knights. 

At the end of 19th century Archduke Eugene Habsburg ( Ferdinand Pius Bernard Felix Maria) 
became the Grandmaster of the Order. In the cooperation with an architect Hauberisser he managed to 
transform the vastly neglected castle into its present form. The generous rebuilding took 15 years from 
1895 to 1910 and it involved not only exteriors but also interiors including furnishing and decorating 
all interiors of the castle. 

Here in the Old Office it is worth noticing the wall calendars from 18th century. In the down 
part of the calendars you can see the graphic depicting of the former residence of the Order in Ellingen, 
Germany. In the alcove there are two calendars with the illustrations of Olomouc. Above the chest of 
drawers there are three aquarelles also from 18th century with the motif of a funeral procession. 
 
 "Now I ask you not to touch anything during the whole visit, not to throw out the garbage 
and to consume any food or drink, do not move away from your group in your own interest, and 
you can contact me directly with any questions or problems . " 
 

THE GRANDMASTER´ S DINING HALL 
 

The architect´s task to rebuild the ruin into a shape of an impressive medieval castle was true 
challenge. He had to build not only the castle but also to equip it in the way so that it could provide a 
convenient and comfortable staying in the measures of the beginning of the 20th century. He fitted the 
castle interiors with modern equipment perfectly imitating  historical models made according to 
original pieces and each room is completed by art objects and antiquities he bought for Archduke 
Eugene. 

This room is a clear proof of his approach. The renaissance sideboard from the 16th century 
represents the original equipment and it exhibits stoneware pints with tin lids. However these were 
made during the reconstruction of the castle. The neo-gothic bench and wall-paneling were also made 
according to the original pieces. Above the sideboard you can see a painting depicting a biblical scene 
„Dinner in Emaus“. In the upper right corner there is Christ with two pilgrims having dinner in the 
town Emaus. The painting comes from the workshop of the Dutch painter Paolo Fiamingo from the 
beginning of the 17th century. 

On the walls you can see two wooden statues St. Anne with Virgin Mary and Jesus and St. 
Catherine with her attributes, a sword and a book, as she is the Patron of Scholars. Both statues are 
gold and chrome- plated. 

The tiled stove is another remarkable part of this room. In the castle there are totally 30 of them 
plus  two bathroom stoves and one stove in the kitchen. They are functional and decorative elements 
of the castle interiors. Decorative motives on each particular stove is not repeated, each of the castle 
stove is different, you cannot find two of them with the same motif. The tiled stoves are one of the 
three possibilities how to heat the castle interiors. Under the ceiling you can notice a decorative metal 
grille. It´s the vent of the hot air system which distributed the warmth from the boiler rooms located in 
the cellars. In the castle there are also four fireplaces, they represent the third possibility how to heat 
the castle rooms.          
 

THE COLUMN HALL 
 
During the tour we will be encoutering the impact of the Order of German Knights and 

especially of Archduke Eugene on the castle Bouzov. Therefore I will tell you a few words now about 
the history of the Order. 
The Order was found at the time of crusades in 1190 in Akkon in Palestina. About a hundred years later 
the Order moved to Europe, mainly to the central Europe and to the north to the area along the Baltic 
Sea. After defeating heathen Prussians the Order set up its own state with the residence in Malbork 



castle. Turbulent evolution of the state was interrupted at the beginning of the 15th century in 1410, 
when the Order lost in the battle against united Polish and Lithuanian armies at Grunwald. The Czech 
nobleman Jan Žižka of Trocnov took part in the battle at the side of Polish army.      

Another strike came at the beginning of the 19th century, then Napoleon Bonaparte abolished 
the working of the Order in the German territory. The Order moved its seat to Moravia to Bruntál. 
Subsequently the Order focused its activities on care provision in hospitals and nursing homes and on 
education. These are the main activities of the Order at present time as well. 

The Column Hall is one of the most interesting rooms in the castle in the architectural point of 
view. Unlike the Grandmaster´s dining room is designed in neo-gothic style that is in a significant way 
demonstrated by the typical gothic vault called rib vault. The vault is supported by the central column 
and on the opposite side the ribs end with stone consoles. The carvings on the four of the consoles 
depict the nations the Order fought with in its history, you can see the head of a Turk, a Polish - a 
representative of House of Jagellon, Lithuanian chief Pipin and Baltic Slav. 

The gothic impression of the column hall is also made with two paintings that were formerly 
parts of the gothic altar from the end of the 15th century. There are the scenes the birth of Christ and 
the adoration of three kings on them. The panel altar with two wings is also worth mentioning. In the 
middle we can see Virgin Mary among angels, the left wing shows the Annunciation scene and right 
one the birth of Christ. ( In the wall there is a door from the hand-operated lift for delivering meals). 
 

"Now we will go back to the previous room and then up the festive winding staircase . " 
 
THE DINING ROOM FOR GUESTS 

 
The Order came into Bohemia at the beginning of 13th century at the time of Přemysl Otakar I 

reign. At first the Order settled in Prague where they founded a hospital, later they expanded to other 
Bohemian and Moravian towns. The most remarkable decline of the Order happened at the time of 
Hussite wars, then almost all the Order houses came to an end. 

The Order became to thrive all over after the Battle on the White Mountain in 1620.They 
purchased the estate in Bruntál and Sovinec, some properties in Karlova Studánka and in many other 
places. These properties were used with  certain restrictions until 1939, that year they were confiscated 
by the Nazis and the Order itself was abolished. After the Second World War the Order properties were 
again confiscated that time by the Czechoslovakian state. The Order resumed its activities after 1989. 
( At present time it is active mainly in Moravia, it is focused on educational and priesthood-related activities.) 

Archduke Eugene had a number of guests rooms with a bathroom built in this castle wing, we 
will see these later, and the dining room for guests we are standing in just now. This part of the castle 
evokes again a gothic impression. On the left of the door there is a four-winged sideboard. Its middle 
part is an original the 16th century piece coming from Germany. The base and the extension were made 
at the time of reconstruction. In the alcove there are scenes from The Calvary, which were painted by 
an unknown painter from Munich at the end of the 15th century. Above the piano that is incorporated 
in the wooden paneling there are copies of portraits  from the beginning of 16th century. Two smaller 
paintings depict the Roman emperor Maximilian I with his wife Mary of Burgundy and the emperor 
alone wearing a red cap in the golden background. In the middle there is a copy of a portrait of a 
Nuremberg burgher Hans Imhof. The author of original painting is Albrecht Durer and it is exhibited 
in Prado gallery in Madrid. 
In the corner of the room you can see the Nativity Scene from the first half of the 16th century.      

Another door to the elevator, which goes from the kitchen on the ground floor to the dining 
rooms and the preparatory rooms on higher grounds, is hidden in the wooden paneling. On the door 
you can read the German inscription: " The best for our guests comes through this door". 
(In the corner next to the tiled stove you can have a look at the lavatory from the time of the castle 
reconstruction). 

Now we will proceed via the guest corridor. Its vault is  in the shape of  gothic arched vault. On 
the left we will be passing guest rooms, you can have a look at them just from the corridor. Individual 
rooms differ in colour of upholstery and china toiletries. At the end of the corridor have a look into the 
guest bathroom. 
 



"At the end of the corridor please wait for your guide. Then we will take the stairs up and go 
into the first black door on the left leading to the shooting gallery. There again wait for your guide 
please. "     
 

THE SHOOTING GALLERY 
 

The inner area of the castle is closed by the western wall with the machicolation that is a part 
of the castle defence system. Architect Hauberisser was an expert in gothic architecture, both gothic 
castles and churches. He incorporated his ideas of a typical medieval castle into the plans of the 
reconstruction of Bouzov. The defence system formed an integral element of medieval castles and this 
shooting gallery is a part of it. The defenders standing here were able to stop the attackers in a very 
efficient way by spilling boiling water or pitch or throwing stones on them. ( under the planks on the 
floor there are holes used for this purpose)     

Other parts of the defence system are moats with inner and outer ramparts, bastions, loopholes 
of different shapes and two drawbridges both still functional. The acces to the castle is protected by 
four gates, in front of the third one there is a portcullis with iron armour called a comb.   
 
 

”Now go on one by one into the first door on the right and have a look at the copy of a 
medieval toilet and then follow your guide into the corridor of Elisabeth´s wing. ” 
 

THE CORRIDOR ELISABETH´S WING 
 

We´ve just entered a part of the castle called Elisabeth´s wing. It was called so by Eugene in 
honour of his mother Archduchess Elisabeth. Unfortunately she couldn´t stay in the reconstructed 
palace as she already died in 1903. 

On this floor there are three rooms that were designed for Grandmaster´s coadjutor. It was the 
title of the person who was to take over Grandmaster´s position when he died or gave up his office. 

The rooms are equipped as a study and two bedrooms. Notice the inlaid chest of drawers in the 
study. It is provided with a folded board on the top, so it can serve as a writing desk and there are secret 
drawers in it as well. In the first bedroom there are two jewellery closets placed by the sides of the bed. 
They were gifts from Spanish queen Mary Cristina to his brother Archduke Eugene. 
On the corridor walls you can see the portraits of The Order dignitaries from the 18th and 19th century. 
( On the wall next to coadjutor´s study there is a photo of a washbasin that is placed on the other side 
of the wall in the room, this is the only washbasin in the castle not connected to the water supply system. 
It is to demonstrate how washbasins used to work in the Middle Ages - the top reservoir was filled with 
water and used water in the bottom reservoir was regularly emptied by the servants.)     
 

THE STAIRCASE HALL 
 

We´ve just come into the staircase hall. From here, we can reach the eastern and Oppersdorf 
wing, the watchtower Hláska and the Elisabeth´s wing. On the walls in the upper part of the hall you 
can see the largest paintings in the castle. This one portrays an unknown aristocrat in a baroque dress 
from the 17th century. In the opposite paintings there is a scene from German mythology about the 
magic ring of Nibelungs with Siegfried and Brunhilda. Both paintings come from workshops of 
unknown European painters of the second half of the 19th century. 
 

"Now we will go on via the gallery along the watchtower, in the first room wait for your 
guide, please. " 
 

THE GRANDMASTER´S BEDROOM 
 

We are entering the representative part of the eastern wing of the castle. It consists of the 
Grandmaster´s bedroom, the study and the drawing- room. The representative furnishing was designed 
for the most important dignitary of the Order. 

The bedroom, we are in just now, is equipped with baroque furniture that makes a 



comprehensive set of a richly carved bed with floral motives, wardrobes, a baroque table with six 
chairs, a chest and a clock with a statue of an Ancient god of time Chronos. On the table there is a 
model of Castle Bouzov made of silver decorated with the coat-of-arms of the former owners of the 
castle and precious stones. The model was made at the beginning of the 20th century and was given to 
Archduke Eugene by the architect Hauberisser.   

The small painting next to the window is a copy of the self-portrait of a Dutch painter 
Rembrandt van Rijn. The original painting is exhibited in Uffizi gallery in Florence. The painting above 
the table shows " Hunting a wild pig". This might be a copy of the painting by Flemish painter Frans 
Snyders from the 17th century. The original painting you can see in the gallery in Brussels. 

In the past the castle visitors could see bears in the moat. Archduke Eugene got three bears 
called Matze, Patze and Wambu as a gift from an Austrian Archduke and the heir to the throne Franz 
Ferdinand d´Este whose residence was the castle Konopiště. Other bears Ondřej and Michal were 
brought to the castle in 1961 from the zoo in Prague. Unfortunately in 1964 they had to be destroyed 
as they became wild and aggresive and they attacked their keepers. Their skins are displayed on the 
floor in front of you. 
 

THE GRANDMASTER´S STUDY 
 

Now we are in the Grandmaster´s study, another representative room in this wing. Archduke 
Eugene ( Ferdinand Pius Bernard Felix Maria) Habsburg, the man who iniciated the complete 
reconstruction of the castle, was born in 1863 in the castle in Židlochovice. He became the Grandmaster 
of the Order at the age of 31. He studied the military academy, till the end of the Great War he was in 
high ranking posts in the Austrian army. He devoted a great deal of his effort, energy and as well as his 
financial sources to rebuilding of Bouzov. The total cost of reconstruction was about 20 million 
Austrian florins. He decided to renew the medieval look of the castle and to use the castle as the 
representative museum of the Order of German Knights and his private summer residence as well.  ( 
After the Great War the political circumstances weren´t positive for further existence of the Order with  Eugene as a member 
of the House of Habsburg and that´s why in 1923 he resigned  as the Grandmaster using his motto " better to be beneficial 
than to lead".)          

After the Great War he lived in Switzerland for a long time,  during the Second World War in 
Vienna. He died in 1954 and he is buried in Innsbruck. ( His portrait is in the easel.) 

The study is also furnished with baroque furniture. Look at the richly inlaid tables with figural, 
floral and hunting motives ( on one of the tables there is a brass writing set) 
two wardrobes with aside shelves from the second half of the 17th century and a chest with richly 
carved front board. The paintings in this room are still-lives from the 17th and 18th century originated 
in workshops of Dutch, Flemish and Viennese painters. Above the door you can see the copy of 
Rubens´portrait of Grandmaster Maxmilian ( emperor Rudolph II brother).   
 

"Because following three rooms are very small I´m going to describe them already now and 
then you will go through them on your own. " 
 

The first of the three rooms is the drawing- room. The walls of the room are richly decorated, 
you can see the coats-of-arms of nine former Grandmasters from the period in which the castle was the 
property of the Order. Take a notice at least two of them placed in the corner behind the tiled stove. 
The first coat-of-arms belongs to Francis Louis Duke of Falc-Neuburg who bought the castle Bouzov 
for the Order in 1696. On the left there is the coat-of arms of Archduke Eugene. 

Another room is the ante-room used as the servant´s bedroom at the same time. While  guests 
were entering the drawing-room, a servant had to draw a curtain in front of the bed. Above the bed 
there is one of the signalling device. It went through all the castle and was powered by batteries as 
Archduke didn´t want to have electricity in the castle. Bells and phones in particular rooms were the 
parts of the system for calling servants. 
In the large paining above the table you can see St. Marc Square in Venice. It is a work of an unknown 
artist from the beginning of the 18th century. 

The last little room is the preparatory or warming- up room, here there is the last stop of the lift 
going up from the kitchen. Next to the lift there is a big metal case used to keep meals warm before 
serving. 



 
"Now go through all the three rooms to the fourth room( the hunting room) and there wait 

for your guide, please. "         
 

THE HUNTING HALL 
 
The room was originally called Trabantenstube as it served as the room for Grandmaster´s 

personal guards. The room is decorated in the style of German rennaisance. On the walls there are 
paintings of falconeresses and hunters dressed up in the clothes typical for German renaissance. 

Hunting motives are also in the window alcove, there are two characters from ancient 
mythology, on the left you can see Diana, the Goddess of hunting, the opposite painting depicts the 
hunter Acteon whom Diana turned into a deer as a punishment for his seeing her bathing naked. 

The chandelier also relates to the character of this room, it is called Nuremberg chandelier and 
it is made of deer antlers, the woman figure in the chandelier is called a firefly. 
In the upper part of the fireplace you can see the symbol of St. Hubert, the Patron of hunters and 
gamekeepers. ( Red and white or red and silver crest belongs to the House of Habsburg, it is on the 
shutters in the watchtower). 
 

THE KNIGHT HALL 
 

The main and the largest room in the castle both before and after the reconstruction was the 
knight hall. Rich decoration and equipment corresponds to the festive character of the hall. It was used 
for the most festive occasions in the life of the Order and that´s why it was originally equipped only 
with a certain amount of chairs and tables.        
The floor plan of the hall takes up the whole width of the northern palace and its height reaches two 
floors. The gilded sun in the middle of the neo-renaissance barrel vault, which is placed in the height 
of almost 9 metres, is a symbol of the day sky. The stained glass windows of the hall are also richly 
decorated. 

Above the wooden paneling there are images of knights, St. George one of the patron saints of 
the Order and the coats-of-arms of the former castle owners. There are, one by one the Vildenbergs, 
Earl Jošt, Lords of Kunštát and Poděbrady, Kostka of Postupice, the Haugwitzs, Podstatsky of 
Prusínovice, the Naksers, the Bergs of Berg and the Oppersdorfs. On the left of the portal you can see 
the coat-of arms of the last Czech owner of the castle Earl of Hodice, on the other side there is the coat-
of-arms of the Order of German Knights. 

Above the balcony for musicians there are four signs, the chequered eagle is the sign of 
Moravia, the black eagle is the sign of Silesia, the big double-headed eagle is the sign of Austria and 
on the right there is the symbol of Lower Austria five golden eagles in a blue background. 
The door in the neo-gothic portal richly decorated with the carved sculptures of St. George and St. 
Elisabeth, the patron saints of the Order, is the entrance to the Chapter Hall.      
 

THE CHAPTER HALL 
 

The Chapter Hall is another room used for important and ceremonial events in the life of the 
Order. The new members should have been admitted here. Since 1210 the Grandmaster, elected for a 
lifetime, had been the head of the Order. The members of the Order were dressed up in black gowns 
and white cloaks with a black cross on them. You can see the motif of a black cross in the white 
background at a lot of places in the castle. 

At the head of the hall in the most honourable place there is an armchair with a canopy used by 
the Grandmaster. On both sides of the armchair there are carved seats for his adjutants. Along the side 
walls of the hall you can see wooden carved benches for other participants of a festive meeting. Here 
in the Chapter Hall notice brass chandelier as well. It is the biggest one in the castle, in the middle of 
it there is a statue of St. George. A massive almost one meter deep coffered ceiling is finished along 
the walls with a strip of illusive paintings in a gothic style.  The spiritual dimension of the room is 
enhanced with wooden burial shields of the Grandmasters and panel paintings of patron saints of the 
Order and other saints located in window bays. On the right of the entrance door there is St. Eugene, 



St.George, St. Catherine, St. Gothard, St. Barbara and St. Michael. In the stained glass windows there 
is St. George, Madonna and St. Elisabeth. Above the portal of the entrance door there is a window 
richly decorated with a stone tracery. 
 

"Now you will go on down the winding staircase to the second castle courtyard, be careful 
as it is very narrow, in the courtyard right under the stairs wait for your guide, don´t leave your 
group, please. " 
 

THE CHAPEL 
 

(Next to the chapel there is a sandstone relief called "Rose miracle". It depicts one of the patron 
saints of the Order St. Elisabeth Thuringen at the moment when in spite of the  threat of a cruel 
punishment she admits she carries some bread for the poor. The bread turned into roses as if by magic 
and her life was saved. The marble statue of St.George next to the entrance to the chapel was originally 
placed in one of the Order residence in Venice.) 
 

Until the reconstruction there wasn´t space that could be used for worships in the castle. At first 
St. Mary Magdalene church in the nearby settlement, which doesn´t exist any longer, served to this 
purpose and later St. Gothard church right in the village. The castle chapel we entered just now was 
built at the end of the 19th century during the reconstruction. It is located on the spot where so-called 
black kitchen stood originally. The chapel is built in neo-gothic style and it is consecrated to 
St.Elisabeth. The most valuable element of the equipment is the Gothic altar dates back to the 15th 
century. It is a two-winged altar, the middle part of the altar is decorated with statues of three saints 
St.Barbara, St.Elisabeth and St.Catherine. Its upper part was later added with neo-gothic statues, St. 
George, St.Mary and Archangel Michael. 

The figural decoration of the chapel is created by other wooden sculptures with religious 
themes. In the lower part of the altar there is Pieta ( Virgin Mary holding on her lap the dead body of 
Jesus Christ). On the pedestals in front of the altar there are sculptures depicting "The Whipping of 
Christ" and "The Coronation with a thorn crown". Both pieces of art come from 16th century. 

On the side walls of the chapel you can see six tombstones belonging to the Order Masters who 
died from 14th to 16th century. The tombstones, however not the relics themselves, were brought here 
at the time of the reconstruction from the Order castle Horneck upon Neckar in Germany. 
 

"After seeing the chapel we will proceed to the Armoury."   
 

THE ARMOURY 
 

The armoury is the last room of our tour around the castle. It belongs to the oldest part of the 
castle. The room, which is vaulted with the original cross vault, was used as the knight hall in the early 
history of the castle as it was the largest and the most representative room then. Architect Hauberisser 
turned it into the castle museum where he put historical weapons and objects that were found during 
the reconstruction. 

According to the preserved documents Bouzov was never conquered although its surroundings 
was plundered several times. 

Along the wall on the right you can see two small field cannons, in the left corner there is an 
armour from the 15th century, along the opposite wall there is a bazooka that is the oldest type of our 
firearm. On the stands there are various weapons that mostly date back to the Thirty Years´ War. In the 
armoury there is also the collection of  stab and cutting weapons. Among them an execution sword 
from the second half of the 17th century is the most significant one.  The owners of the Bouzov estate 
had right to execute and executions were performed on the nearby hill, which is still called Šibenice ( 
Gallows ). On the wall above the bazooka there are the oldest objects exhibited in the armoury. They 
are wooden crusaders´ shields coated with buffalo skin from the 13th century. ( In the corner of the 
room there is a model of a lookout tower that used to stand on the hill called Bakule just opposite the 
castle.) 

Apart from these objects typical for castle armouries you can see here the locks from the original 
medieval castle, some musical instruments and remnants of a hammer from the water forge situated in 



a village called Doly. The first written reports about existence of this forge are from the end of the 17th 
century but probably it had begun working much earlier.           
 

"After seeing the armoury wait for your guide outside the door, don´t go down the stairs to 
the courtyard, please. " 
 

THE WELL 
 

"Now we will go to have a look at the castle well. Don´t throw anything into it and don´t raise 
children on its edge, please. "  
 

Till the time of the reconstruction the well in the second courtyard was the only source of water 
in the castle. Its lower part was excavated in rocks. According to the findings found in the well we can 
guess the well was digged out at the very beginning of the castle existence. The well obtained its present 
form during the reconstruction. 

In 1995 there was a detailed survey in the well. During the excavatory work the solid bottom 
of the well was reached in the depth of 43 metres. The surface of the water came up to the half of the 
depth. About 100 kg of findings was collected in the well. The remnants of the bowl from the13th 
century are the oldest pieces found in the well. Among other findings there were ruby goblets, Meissen 
gilded plates, a lot of pitchers, dishes and cups made of glass or porcelain. At the bottom of the well 
plenty of contemporary items were found, such as sunglasses, cameras, etc. 

The inscription in German was carved into the front part of the neo-renaissance well at the time 
of the reconstruction and its translation is: "There used to stand a wooden well here which might not 
have been the boast of the castle. So I had this one built which will be the adornment of the castle till 
the end of times."        

The grille above the well is also in neo-renaissance style and it is richly decorated and gilded. 
 

"The tour around the castle is over in this place. If you liked the castle Bouzov, it would be 
our pleasure to welcome you again. Next time you can choose another tour, e.g. "The castle from a 
bird perspective" or "How to build a medieval castle". In our website you can learn more about 
other activities taken place in the castle such as tours with songs, spooky tours, evening tours and 
many others. The website address you can see in the entrance ticket. 

Thank you for your visit. See you soon. " 
 
 
 


