
OLOMOUC FOUNTAINS 
From its very beginnings the city of Olomouc has been connected with the element of 
water, with a relationship to rivers and springs. The first Slavic settlement here 
came about in the 6th century thanks to a crossing of the Morava River. In all 
probability even deeper in the Pre-Christian period, another water element played a 
similar significant role, a spring on the former stony hill side of Michael’s Hill. The 
spring bubbling out of a fissure in the rock was the supposed centre for a pagan cult. 
The humanist myth of the Roman founding of Olomouc by Caius Julius Caesar 
inspired by ancient tradition later thought of Michael’s Hill as the setting for this 
founding act. They named it “Julius’ Hill” and from the Latin name “Iulii Mons – 
Iulmons – Iuliomontium“ was even derived the actual name of the town 
“Olomuntium“. At the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries the foot of Michael’s Hill was 
surrounded by a group of six fountains with the figures of Neptune, Hercules, the 
Tritons, Caesar, Mercury and Jupiter. The collection of Olomouc fountains is 
unique not only due to its allegorical programme, but also due to the fact that they 
came into being over the short time period of only two sculptural generations. Along 
with the two monumental columns – the Trinity and Plague – they rank among the 
most significant monuments of Moravian baroque sculptural work. 
 

 
 
1. Neptune Fountain  
Built on the Lower Square in 1683 shows the water god Neptune surrounded by four 
sea horses. This is a vision of Moravia as a fertile land symbolically criss-crossed 
with life-giving water streams. 
 
2. Hercules Fountain  
In 1687 Hercules Fountain came into being on the Upper Square. This legendary 
hero with a chequered Olomouc eagle in his left hand was symbolically presented as 
a protector of the town warding off the enemy attacks of a Hydra at his feet with a 
huge club. 
 
3. Jupiter Fountain  
Statue of the protector against fires and floods. This fountain was completed in the 
year 1707, but only remained in its original form around twenty years. This is the only 
Christian saint in the collection, although a Roman like Caesar, was replaced in the 
year 1735 by a statue of Jupiter, the ruler of the ancient gods. 
 



4. Saturn Fountain 
The central statue Saturn in the role of the god of time with a scythe in his left hand 
was complimented by two Old Testament heroes Samson and Gideon as original 
allegorical representations of Day and Night (this according to the time of day they 
performed their heroic deeds). 
 
5. The Triton Fountain 
A pair of watermen and dolphins holding up together two giant shells. Out of them 
emerges the delicate figure of a boy with a pair of water dogs leashed on chains. The 
theme as well as the original location of the fountain clearly reveals the inspiration of 
Bernini’s well known Triton Fountain on the Piazza Barberini in Rome.  
 
6. Caesar Fountain 

The figure of Caesar with a self-confident look from the back of a horse toward 
Michael’s Hill, where at the time of its creation, the “Pagan” or Julius Tower (Turris 
Iulia) still towered over the town – the remains of an ancient courtyard where it was 
believed Caesar had once stayed. The composition of the fountain is complemented 
by accompanying figures of the river gods Moravus and Danubius along with the 
land symbols of Moravia and Lower Austria and the figure of a sitting dog as a 
symbol of Olomouc’s loyalty to the Emperors.  

7. Mercury Fountain 

The gods‘ messenger Mercury (Hermes in Greek) played a similar role in classical 
tradition as the victorious Old Testament Archangel Michael. In similar fashion he 
served as a guide for the souls of the dead and as the voice of the will of God. He is 
also traditionally equipped with a symbol in the form of a gilded messenger’s rod (a 
Roman caduceus). This completely sandstone statue is from an artistic perspective 
the most successful work in the entire Olomouc fountain collection.  

8. Arion Fountain 

The crowning work of the public decorations was supposed to be an Arion Fountain 
at the end of the 18th century with a prestigious position already chosen in front of 
the south-west corner of the Town Hall. The citizens of Olomouc wanted once again 
to draw inspiration from classical legend, this time from the story of the renowned 
Greek singer who grew rich in Italy thanks to his singing and cithara playing. On his 
return voyage home to his native country of Corinth, the ship crew conspired against 
him out of greed for his wealth, laid hands upon him and forced him overboard onto 
the open sea. The drowning singer was unexpectedly saved by a dolphin which had 
been attracted by the ceremonial song which Arion sang before jumping into the 
waves. The dolphin rescuer was placed into the stars by the gods as a reward. The 
oval pool of the fountain houses three bronze sculptural groups: an axial obelisk on 
the shell of a monumental turtle, an eccentrically situated standing sculpture of Arion 
with a dolphin and two children playing instruments.  
 
9. Spring of Living Water 
It is a place where clean spring water rises from the ground.  


