
                          

 

NEWSLETTER 
MEETING IN HAVÍŘOV 

16th to 20th April 2018 

The third short-term student exchange took place in Havířov, Czech Republic in April 2018. Havířov is 
situated in the north-east of the Czech Republic near the borders with Slovakia and Poland. It is the 
youngest town in the country founded in 1955 and has about 73 thousand inhabitants nowadays. It 
was designed as a place of residence for the miners and steel factory workers who worked nearby. It 
is interesting for its unique „Sorela“ architecture which is short for socialist realism architecture. 

 

 

Havířov coat of arms with two hammers representing two coal mines (now closed), a flower 
symbolising the greenery in its parks and two waves for two dams nearby: Žermanická and Těrlická. 

 

The town is located in the region of Moravia-Silesia named after two parts which form together with 
Bohemia three historical parts of the Czech Republic. Bohemia is in the west of the country, Silesia in 
the north-east and Moravia between the two. Silesia is also in Poland (Śląsk) where it occupies much 
bigger area (only 17% in CZ). During our trips we visited Ostrava which is in Silesia and Olomouc which 
is in Moravia. The river which flows through Ostrava is Odra ending in the Baltic Sea, the river which 
flows through Olomouc is Morava connecting with the Danube and ending in the Black Sea. One of the 



rivers in Bohemia is the Labe (Elbe) which flows into the North Sea. The river in Havířov is called the 
Lučina and is interesting for its meanders (its riverbed changes constantly with various curves). The 
Lučina flows into the Ostravice which flows into the Odra and ends in the Baltic Sea. 

Czech Republic is in the central part of Europe surrounded by its neighbour: Poland in the north, 
Slovakia in the east, Germany to the west and Austria to the south. 

 

 

 

 

Historical parts of the Czech Republic: blue=Bohemia, yellow=Moravia, green=Silesia 



HAVÍŘOV MINIGUIDE 

Havířov was founded in 1955 after World War II as a city for coal miners as seen from the name. Havíř 
in Czech means miner so Havířov is „miner‘s town“. It was established from few surrounding villages 
or their parts, namely Šenov, Šumbark and Dolní Bludovice. Throughout the years other villages were 
connected such as Prostřední Suchá, Dolní Suchá, Dolní Datyně and Životice. 

It’s the youngest city in the country and it has approximately 73.000 inhabitants but the population is 
still decreasing mainly because there aren’t many opportunities for young people to work eighter 
study. Havířov is also the biggest city without university. 

The city was deigned to be „garden town“  because the main idea was evergreen utopia town where 
everything would be near with plenty of flowers, trees, bushes and lawns. Everything was well planned 
and calculated for example how much and where everything should be such as schools, kindergartens, 
hospitals, shops and many more. The schools were even built in places so that children won’t need to 
cross the road. The architecture is mainly Socialist Realism. From this term also comes the name Sorela 
which is used to describe the city centre. Sorela was in 1992 proclaimed historical sight. It was inspired 
by Czech Renaissance as seen from the sgraffiti, many ledges, gables and many more. The city was 
fulfilled with many works of modern art. All of this was built and designed with the idea that miner’s 
life is hard and full of dangers and so that they should have good conditions for living.  

Socialist Realism transformed with simplification to Brussels Style which is used for example in the 
train station. It was designed by architect Josef Hrejsemnou and the construction was finished in 1969. 
The interior is decorated with works of art by Czech artists the time for example Vladimír Kopecký, 
who made the mosaic which symbolizes peace, movement and flight, or Václav Ruba, whose sculpture 
decorated the entrance to the building and is now in front of the building of The National Heritage 
Institute in Ostrava because the train station was meant to be demolished so the sculpture would be 
destroyed, too. The inhabitants as well as the artists, the architects and the preservationists protested 
the demolition and thanks to that the train station still stands today. 

In Havířov can be seen few historical buildings which were built before the city was constructed. For 
example the Evangelistic church in Bludovice built in the 1780’s in Classicistic Style or the Catholic 
church of Saint Margaret also in Bludovice built in the 1790’s in Late Baroque Style. 

Šumbark Castle stands on the place of former medieval fortress and was built in the 16th century in 
the Renaissance Style. The castle was reconstructed in Baroque Style later on in the 17th century; in 
the year 1803 the castle was rebuilt in Classicist Style. The castle unfortunately burnt down on 30th of 
October in 1823. New owner Fridrich von Arco renovated the castle in Empire Style and new 
agricultural buildings have been constructed. The castle stopped being manor house in 1845. From 
that moment on it was used only for farming and also as a home of farmers. The castle turned in ruins 
and in 1966 was reconstructed, all the agricultural buildings were torn down and the farmers were 
given new homes in Havířov. The castle is now used as a restaurant, hotel and ceremonial hall. 

 

 

 

WHAT YOU MAY ALREADY KNOW: 

Some famous fairy tales or film characters… 



                  

SPEJBL A HURVÍNEK     FERDA MRAVENEC 

         

  ČTYŘLÍSTEK      KRTEČEK 

 

 



     

  BOB A BOBEK     KŘEMÍLEK A VOCHOMŮRKA 

 

   

PAT A MAT      MAXIPES FÍK 

 

    

RÁKOSNÍČEK     MACH A ŠEBESTOVÁ 

 



   

RUMCAJS      PAN TAU 

      

  ARABELA     NÁVŠTĚVNÍCI 

 

         

   

FAMOUS MUSIC FESTIVAL IN OSTRAVA CALLED „COLOURS OF OSTRAVA“ 

 



WHAT TO BUY AS A SOUVENIR FOR YOUR PARENTS OR FRIENDS? 

       

FERNET – BITTER, MADE OF HERBS  BECHEROVKA – MORE SWEET, MADE OF HERBS 

                           

STUDENTSKÁ PEČEŤ – CHOCOLATE    KOLONÁDA - WAFER 

   

BOHEMIA PORCELAINE     BOHEMIA CRYSTAL 

   

 VARIOUS BRANDS OF CZECH BEER   LOCAL BEER - RADEGAST 



PROGRAMME: 

Our meeting started on Monday morning with a welcome at the school and two folk songs performed 
by the school choir. Then we worked on the project, saw some presentations about the town, region, 
country and typical Czech products and fairytales. 

 

      

 

In the afternoon we had a cooking workshop, something like MasterChef, where each partner school 
had to prepare some special dish for their friends. Students from Romania prepared delicious 
„papanasi“ and students from Poland baked a cheescake called „sernik“ while the Slovak girls made 
„brynzové“ snacks and the Czech team a pastry filled with ham and cheese. Everything was delicious 
and we enjoyed the time together in the kitchen. 

 

                 

On Tuesday we discovered the industrial face of Ostrava visiting the unique area of Dolní Vítkovice 
where a steel factory used to be but now there is an interactive exhibition of „The World of 
Technology“ where we could also see an interesting film in 3D about animals and their ability to hunt. 
After that we continued our trip to the Planetarium with a lecture about our galaxy, solar system, stars 
and planets followed by a film, both in English. Later we moved to Landek where we visited the 
museum of mining. 



        

 

Wednesday was kind of historical tour to the beautiful city of Olomouc where we had a walk around 
the fountains: Neptune´s, Jupiter´s , Hercules´, Caesar´s and others. Then we climbed the Town Hall 
Tower with a fantastic view of the whole city. We spent the rest of the afternoon in the beautiful castle 
of Bouzov. 

            

Thursday was all about nature and traditional art and customs because we went to the Open-air 
museum in Rožnov pod Radhoštěm. There are old traditional wooden houses where you can see how 
people used to live many years ago. Then we went up to the mountains to Pustevny about 1.000 
metres above the sea level. The weather was awesome so we made a 4km trip to Radhošť around the 
statue of Radegast to the statue of Cyril and Methodius with a small wooden church nearby, the 
highest situated church in the Czech Republic. 



       

On Friday our programme finished with the visit to the building where Havířov was founded – Radost. 
There we were welcomed by the mayor who gave a short speech. Then we spent some time at the 
farmer´s market in the central square and saw an exhibition of the students´ art work in the local 
library. As the weather was still amazing for this time of year we spent the afternoon outside having a 
picnic. 

          

The whole week was a great experience both for the students and the teachers. We were really lucky 
with the weather because some of the activities would be difficult to do on rainy days… 

 

Thank you all for being part of this mobility and see you soon in Poland!!! 

 


